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VANISHING TRIBES OF KENYA'
MOUNT KENYA is the huge mountain, crowned with per-
petual ice and snow, that rises about the centre of the pro-
vince of East Africa which now takes its name from the
great peak. Below the snowline on the south-eastern side a
stretch of moorland, usually enveloped in damp mists,
gradually merges into a belt of bamboos, which in turn
yields to the dense virgin forest that covers the lower slopes
down to the limit where human inhabitation is gradually
encroaching on the primeval shade, Deep, rocky gorges,
their sides mantled with timber and swept by torrents of rain
in the wet season, divide these lower declivities into a series
of ridges radiating like the sticks of a fan from the towering
mass of the mountain. This broken and difficult country,
hemmed in between the plains below and the hanging woods
above, is the home of a number of small and little-known
tribes, which for the most part seem to have been driven up
into these fastnesses by the pressure of larger and more
powerful tribes from below. The deep valleys, furrowed by
river-beds and crossed only by difficult and precarious foot-
paths, isolate the ridges from each other, and with them the
communities which have settled on them. The large tongues
of forest that clothe some of the ridges raise yet another
barrier to the intercourse of the tribes. The great expanse
of virgin forest contributes to maintain a regular rainfall and
with it an equable climate, though the range of temperature
is great, from the tropical heat of the lowlands to the Arctic
* The Vanishing Tribes of Kenya. By Major G. St. J. Orde Browne,
(London: Seeley, Service, 1925.) (The Times Literary Supplement,
April 23,1925.)
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